
The North Atlantic
Treaty (NATO) was
officially signed in
Washington D.C.
The ground-breaking
document brought
together Canada and
11 other countries
as founding members
with the initial
objective to deter
expansion of the
Soviets, prevent the
rise of nationalist
militarism, and
encourage
European political
cooperation.

Wars Break Out

- The Soviet1949
Union detonates an
atomic bomb.

- Korean War1950
erupts..

In response to
these two events
a consolidated
command structure
was created by
NATO to be called
the Supreme
Headquarters Allied
Powers Europe
(SHAPE). Belgium
became the host
nation for both.

The Warsaw Pact
is signed as a
defensive alliance
in reaction to West
Germany joining
the alliance.

The establishment
of the Warsaw Pact
by the Eastern
European States
presented a unified
challenge and
counterbalance
to NATO.

Tensions escalate
between NATO and
the Soviet Union.

- The Berlin Wall1961
is built.

- The Cuban1963
Missile Crisis arises.

As a result, NATO
adopts the doctrine of
“Massive Retaliation”
where any attack by
the Soviet Union -
no matter how small -
would be met with a
nuclear response.

The Space Race
NATO allies’ political
and economic
cooperation is
bolstered by the
adopted doctrine.

Revolutions spread
across Central and
Eastern Europe.

The Soviet Union
is dissolved and
the Warsaw Pact
is disbanded.

Relations1991-
between the NATO
military alliance
and the Russian
Federation were
established as part
of the framework.
of the North Atlantic
Cooperation Council.

Dayton Peace
Agreement
NATO supports
the UN-mandated,
multinational force
in the former
Yugoslavia by
deploying 60,000
troops to help.

A 78-day air campaign
is conducted by NATO
to cease ethnic
cleansing. KFOR, an
a multinational
peacekeeping force,
was established in
Kosovo to support
wider international
efforts to build peace
and stability in
the area.

9/11 Aftermath
The 9/11 attacks
on the World
Trade Centre and
Pentagon, invoked
Article 5, which
states that an
attack against one
NATO member shall
be considered an
attack against all.
It was the first time
in history that
NATO’s military
intervention in
Afghanistan
increased, solidifying
the organization as
one that operated
outside the
traditional North
Atlantic sphere.

Russia illegally
annexes Crimea.
This marked the first
time since 1945 a
great power had
changed Europe's
borders by force.

NATO condemed
the act stating
that it is a breach
of international
law and continues
to be a steadfast
supporter of
Ukraine – a member
of the Partnership
for Peace programme.

This event escalates
tensions between
Russia and the West.

NATO 2030 Agenda
was endorsed by
leaders at the 2021
Brussels Summit.

The agenda has an
evolving security
climate that includes
climate change and
constant challenges
to the rules-based
international order.

The leaders pledge
to deepen political
and defence
coordination to
uphold and meet
these emerging
threats.

A UNIFIED FRONT
NATO's expressed fundamental goal is to safeguard the Allies' freedom and security by political and military means.

With this essential and enduring purpose, NATO remains the principal security instrument of the transatlantic

community and expression of its common democratic values.
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NATO Expansion
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Founded in 1949, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization now has members.30

Strategic Working Relationships – Major Non-NATO Ally (MNNA) status is a designation that provides

foreign partners with certain benefits in the areas of defense trade and security cooperation.

Current NATO Membership

Belgium

Canada

Denmark

France

Iceland
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Portugal

United Kingdom

United States

Greece (1952)

Turkey (1952)

Germany (1955)

Spain (1982)

Czech Republic (1999)

Hungary (1999)

Poland (1999)

Bulgaria (2004)

Estonia (2004)

Latvia (2004)

Lithuania (2004)

Romania (2004)

Slovakia (2004)

Solvenia (2004)

Albania (2009)

Croatia (2009)

Montenegro(2017)

N. Macedonia (2020)

Major Non-NATO Ally (MNNA)
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1949 By Year Joined As of 2023

12 Members 18 Members 18 Members
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NATO Defence Expenditures
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NATO Contributions – 9 of the current 30 member nations are meeting this goal.  Others are

expected to do so in the future.
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NATO has called for Allies to meet the 2% of GDP guideline

for defence spending.

*As of June 27, 2022
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